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Shalom my friends,

Good news!  Our prayers have been answered in a new South Florida
branch of our ministry.  We welcome Rev. Mark Wessling, pastor of
Faith Lutheran Church in Hialeah, FL as the new director of that
branch.  He will be working with Rev. Ed Gross, who will serve as the
Speaker for the branch.  Please contact him at reved@me.com to
arrange opportunities for Rev. Gross to come to your church, and pray
for this outreach to the 600,000 Jewish people in South Florida!

 My Year inside Radical Islam by Daveed Gartenstein-Ross
(Review by Rev. Bruce Lieske)

This is the true story about a young Jewish man who converted to
Islam, was employed by a Muslim ÒcharityÓ organization and eventu-
ally became a radical Muslim.  He was brought up in Oregon by
liberal Jewish parents, and went to college at Wake forest University,
NC.  A law student, he became a student activist in various causes, but
still felt an emptiness in his life.  He was befriended by a moderate
Muslim and through his friendship converted to Islam.  Daveed then
progressed to a more radical type of Islam and eventually worked for
an Islamic organizatin that was funded by Saudi Wahhabi Muslims
that supported terrorists in Chechniya.

Eager to please his radical boss, Daveed eventually found himself
working hard to observe all the laws and fatwas of radical Islam, e.g.,
avoiding any contact with dogs, praying five times daily to Mecca
with his pant legs turned up 2" above his ankles, and refusing to shake
hands with a woman.

However, an old evangelical Christian friend from Oregon continued
to witness to him, which was key to his conversion to Messiah Jesus.
His life began to change and he left the Muslim organization, so he
was not prosecuted as a supporter of terrorism.  In fact, he became a
consultant to the FBI and has spoken to groups on the growing danger
of radical Islam.  The book is well written and personalizes the reality
of radical Islam.

DOES GOD CARE ABOUT POLITICS?  by Rev. Bruce Lieske

In recent weeks as part of my morning devotions I have been reading
2 Samuel, which describes the wars and the government of King
David. DavidÕs rule was filled with intrigue, civil war, insurrections,
and the need for hard decisions. DavidÕs son, Absalom, lead a civil
war against his fatherÕs government. A man named Sheba stirred up an
insurrection, but a bloody war was averted due to the wise diplomacy
of a woman of the city of Abel Beth Maacah (2 Samuel 20). According
to God, in the last words of King David, good government does matter
to God:
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We are a faith-ministry of the LC--MS, and as such we rely on the
regular support of those whom God has called to sustain us with
their gifts and prayers.  Please consider remembering us in your

estate planning.  Electronic gifts may be made over the internet at
www.LIJE.org.  Thank you for your support.

The God of Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me: ÒWhen one
rules over men in righteousness, when he rules in the fear of God, he is
like the light of morning at sunrise on a cloudless morning, like the
brightness after rain that brings the grass from the earth.Ó (2 Samuel
23:3-4).

It has always baffled me why we Lutherans tend to shy away from
politics. It almost seems as though we can congratulate ourselves for
our righteousness because we are Ònot involvedÓ in something that can
be dirty. So we abrogate our responsibility to non-Christians. Then we
wonder why men do not rule in the fear of God. Yes, there are excep-
tions. The famous German Lutheran theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
actively resisted the Nazi regime. He lead a covert seminary, he helped
found the Confessing Church which resisted the Nazis, and he helped
Jews escape from Germany - for which he was hung naked on April 8,
1945 in the Flossenberg Concentration Camp just days before it was
liberated by the Allies.

I am puzzled by the unwillingness of Christians to discuss issues, and
to exchange differing points of view - to agree to disagree. We tend to
make our political comments only to people who hold the same views
as we do. One of the traits of Jewish people that I have always admired
is their ability to argue with one another, and thereby truly seek out the
truth. Allow me to quote from the September/October 2008 issue of
the Jewish magazine, Moment. Letty Cottin Pogrebin concludes her
article, ÒWhy Jews Should Vote for Barack ObamaÓ by saying: ÒIf for
no other reason than to preserve reproductive freedom, I will be
campaigning hard this fall for Barack Obama.Ó On the next page of
Moment is an article by Naomi Ragen, titled ÒWhy American Jews
Should Vote for McCain.Ó She concludes her article: ÒAs I sit in Israel,
with an Iranian bomb hanging over our heads ... you can imagine who
I would like on the other end of the phone when Israel has to call her
friend in the White House.Ó

If King DavidÕs remarks are right, and I believe they are, the religious
faith of who we elect in all of our elections does matter. God does not
remove Himself from politics, like a kindly Grandfather who doesnÕt
want to ÒinterfereÓ or get his grandchildren mad at him. This is not to
say that religious convictions are the only criterion for good leaders.
To paraphrase Luther (who wrote a lot about politics): ÒI would rather
be ruled by a competent Turk [Muslim] than a bumbling Christian.Ó
There is a wonderful little book that is an antidote to our political
cynicism and refusal to be involved politics, written by an Orthodox
Jew, Senator Joseph Lieberman, In Praise of Public Life.

What do we know about the religious convictions of our Presidential
candidates? Barack Obama was a long time member of a United
Church of Christ Church, John McCain belongs to a Baptist Church,
Joe Biden is a Roman Catholic, and Sarah Palin belongs to the Wasilla
Bible Church - a non-denominational church. And I think it is germane
to enquire about the religious convictions of each of the four candi-
dates. Those convictions will have a powerful influence on decisions
that will be made - which will affect us all.

So I am encouraging us Lutherans to be a little more Jewish, to dis-
cuss, to investigate, to agree to disagree as we all exercise our civic
responsibility to vote this Fall. LetÕs talk! Questions or comments? You
can reach us at 314-645-4456 or RevKevye@aol.com.

Remember
the

Catskills?
You may remember
(if you are old
enough) the old
Jewish Catskill
comics of Vaudeville

days, viz., Shecky Green, Red
Buttons, Totie Fields, Milton Berle,
Henny Youngman, and others? DonÕt
you miss their humor? Not one
single swear word in their comedy...

The doctor gave a man six months to
live. The man couldnÕt pay his
bill, so the doctor gave him another
six months.

The Doctor called Mrs. Cohen
saying, ÒMrs. Cohen, your check
came back.Ó Mrs. Cohen answered,
ÒSo did my arthritis!Ó

Patient: ÒI have a ringing in my
ears.Ó Doctor: ÒDonÕt answer!Ó

A guzunt
ahf dein kop!

(Good health to you!)


