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Shalom dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

2008 is upon us and this year the calendar is a bit strange as Purim
falls on Good Friday, and Passover is a month after Easter.  Why?
This is a leap year for the Jewish calendar and an extra month has
been added to adjust a lunar calendar to solar seasons!  But, it is still
appropriate to celebrate the Seder during Lent, so for those of you who
might be planning for your churches to celebrate Passover this season,
check out our website for a Seder Planner, and our Hagaddah.  These
should help get you started.  Blessings and Hag Sameach (Happy
Holidays)!

Two-Lensed Glasses: The One and the Many in the Scriptures
by Mark Opheim

Two experiences this last month reminded me of my vocation here as
an evangel-apologist: 1) I ran into my first “Jewish trucker” and 2) sat
in on a lecture at Traditional Synagogue on interpretation.

My trucker friend was not “Jewish” but had a Star of David in his
windshield.  I found out very quickly that he believed he was Chris-
tian; that he had a strong interest in Jewish Studies; that Y’shua was
the Messiah; but just not that he was the Son of the Living God.

Meshugginah!  As my wheels stopped rolling for a weekend I attended
a lecture by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a NT scholar at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity.  Her lecture was entitled, “How Jews and Christians Read the
Bible: to What Extent are we Reading the Same Text?”  Her conclu-
sion was that both read the same Scriptures, but it might be the way
we read them that is different.  Not too suprising so far...

Dr. Levine’s proposal to the Jewish Community is to respect Christian
readers in the way the Pope has respected Jewish readers: that we can
read the OT with Jesus in mind and Jews can read it without, and it’s
OK  for both.  Let’s just say some of the members there were as
uncomfortable with that idea as I was.

So the wheel turns again to my trucker friend.  Jesus told his Jewish
followers to “make disciples by baptizing, teaching…” and so on.  I
gently allowed my trucker friend to share his interests with me in
Jewish studies, which includes the Talmud.  That non-confrontational
grace came back at me with an opportunity to share some logic and
verses about and from the OT.  And he schooled me a little on Rab-
binic Teaching.

After a while he shocked me when he said, “All right, you convinced
me, Jesus is the Son of God!”  It’s not supposed to work that way.  But
it did, and I am grateful to the Holy Spirit.  What if I had just let him
go without any Christian reading of the text at all as Dr. Levine has
suggested?

But, I am grateful for Dr. Levine’s contradictory proposition. When I
go back to Traditional I’ll have a ‘kinship’ in terms of our mutual
commitment to read the Scriptures ‘strictly.’  Or at least that is how I
am reading the situation.  And I look forward to that conversation!
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Read Isaiah 60:1-6.  Isn’t the proph-
ecy of the magi visiting Jesus
amazing?  It certainly shows that
the magi were likely students of the
Scriptures and especially of Isaiah.
Though they were not of Israel, they
had a heart for the God of Israel,
and a desire to know Him.  Cer-
tainly, it is for good reason that they
are referred to by Matthew as “wise
men.”  During this Epiphany sea-
son, be wise and study the Scrip-
tures and especially Isaiah, as we
praise God, who has made us Israel
through his son Y’shua, Jesus!

A Sound Byte



Rev. Kevin Parviz--Exec. Dir .

Lutherans in Jewish Evangelism
6327 Clayton Ave.
Saint Louis, MO  63139

Phone:  314-645-4456
Fax:  314-645-4265

e-mail: Rev Kevye@aol.com
website:  www .LIJE.org

A Yiddi sh Pr over b...A Yiddi sh Pr over b...A Yiddi sh Pr over b...A Yiddi sh Pr over b...A Yiddi sh Pr over b...
Yiddish pronunciation:  A=ah; Ai=ay;
E=eh;Ei=i; I=ee; O (toss); U (put); Ch
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We are a faith-ministry of the LC--MS, and as such we rely on the
regular support of those whom God has called to sustain us with
their gifts and prayers.  Please consider remembering us in your
estate planning.  Designate gifts for ÒLIJEÓ over the internet at

www.LIJE.org.  Thank you for your support.

THE IRANIAN CONNECTION  by Rev. Bruce Lieske

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east
and have come to worship him."

In this way Matthew records the coming of the wise men (two, three,
four or more) to see Jesus - who at this point in time is no longer an
infant, nor is he residing in a stable. The wise men, a.k.a., magi (from
the ancient Persian word magav) enter a house in Bethlehem, see the
child (probably at least two years old by now) with his mother Mary,
and bow down and worship him. Jesus is also given gifts of gold,
incense and myrrh.

The identity and number of the "wise men" is one of the great myster-
ies of the Bible. Their appearance really has nothing to do with the
Christmas story, although they are customarily displayed in stable
scenes alongside the shepherds. The wise men are very popular, and
tend to steal the show away from the shepherds because of their good-
looking clothes and because they are rich. Can you imagine a 2,000-
years-ago People Magazine doing a feature article on the shepherds?
Certainly not - but the wise men - yes! Popular culture gets it wrong
once again, because it was the shepherds who got the dramatic birth
announcement from the heavenly host.

The church early in its history began to commemorate the visit of the
wise men and the star on January 6, which is the beginning of the
season of the church year called "Epiphany," from the Greek word
epiphainein - which means to show forth or manifest. Lutheran Chris-
tians have understood the coming of the wise men as manifestation of
the Christ to the Gentiles, and utilized the Epiphany season as one of
evangelism emphasis. But it is by no means certain that the wise men,
or magi, were Gentiles. It does seem likely that they came from Persia,
the time-honored name for the region we now call Iran.

Whether Jew or Gentile, there is strong biblical connection between
Iran and God’s activity in history. This seems remarkable to us given
today’s concern with Iran and its nuclear ambitions, and the terrifying
utterances of the President of Iran concerning the destruction of Israel
and the

Jews. But we remember that Esther was a Jewess living in ancient
Iran, and because of her courage the planned genocide of the Jews by
Haman was stopped. And as we go back in time a little more we note
that Cyrus the Great, Founder of the Persian Empire (circa 530 B.C.),
was a humane ruler who permitted the captive Jews to return to the
Land of Israel - as recorded in Ezra 1:1-4. He also assisted in provid-
ing financial support for the move from Iran-Iraq back to the Land of
Israel.

Darius Hystaspes was another king of Persia, an eventual successor to
Cyrus the Great, who helped the Jews, but we are more familiar with
Darius the Mede - a Persian Governor of the Province of Babylon,
who after the Divine rescue of Daniel from the lion’s den, made the
following proclamation:

"I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear
and reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he
endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will
never end .. "(Daniel 6:26 ff.).

Today as we note the vicious governmental anti-Semitism that comes
out of Iran we must balance that "bad news" with the sure knowledge
that God is in control, not Allah. The God of Darius the Mede, the God
of Daniel, the God of Esther and the God of the Wise Men - who
recognized Jesus as the Messiah - was active in history and continues
to be active today! We must not be overwhelmed by the bad news, but
always take comfort and courage in the Good News of Jesus and God’s
gracious love for all mankind.

Questions about Jewish evangelism? Contact us at
RevKevye@aol.com, or (314) 645-4456.

Vos vainiker me
ret, iz als gezunter.

(The less you talk, the
better off you are.)

If I
didnÕt
laugh,

IÕd
have

to cry!
Someone once asked how the Jewish
people managed to survive through
successions of falling empires and
persecutions.  I think God gave us
humor to sustain us...The Glubnocks
were redecorating so they called in
an interior designer. “How would
you like it furnished,” she asked.
“Only the best!” said Mrs.
Glubnock.  “OK,”  the decorator
persisted, “but what period do you
want the furnishings to reflect?
What effect are you trying to
achieve?”   “Hmmm,” thought Mrs.
Glubnock, wondering what grammar
had to do with it.  But, suddenly
getting it, she said, “What I want is
my friends should walk in, take one
look, and drop dead--period!”


